
The season may be merry and bright but driving during 
winter weather is no easy feat. With the sun setting 
earlier in the day, distracted holiday drivers and slick, 
icy roads, it can be difficult to safely navigate the roads.

But there are several small things you can do to make 
it easier. From proper vehicle maintenance to roadside 
assistance, we’ve prepared a list of our 10 tips for safe 
driving during the winter months:

1. Get Your Vehicle Serviced  
Regular tune ups and routine maintenance 
are needed to keep your car in working order 
throughout the year, but it’s especially 
important to have your car serviced during 
the winter months. Cold weather causes 
tire pressure to drop, may cause fluids to 
freeze or congeal and can make your car 
battery drain faster. Ask your mechanic 
to check your vehicle’s antifreeze levels, 
battery charge and terminals, brakes, 
exhaust, fuel and air filters, oil level and 
heating system before the weather drops. 

2. Fill Up Your Gas Tank  
Keeping your gas tank full during cold weather 
helps keep the fuel line from freezing and 
ensures that you can keep your engine running 
if you break down or get stranded. 

3. Make Sure You Can See and Be Seen  
Visibility is key to safety on the roads. As the 
days get darker earlier and the roads are icy, 
slick or wet, it’s important to make sure you can 
see clearly and that others can see you on the  
road. Check your windshield wipers and washer  
fluid levels. Dried or cracked windshield wipers 
can cause streaking, sometimes making it more 
difficult to see out of your windshield. Confirm 
that your headlights, brake lights, taillights and 
hazards are clean and in working order. 

4. Go Slow  
Though it might be tempting to go dashing 
through the snow, resist the urge and slow  
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down. Wet, icy or snowy conditions can make  
it difficult to control or stop your car, especially 
at high speeds. Add extra distance between 
you and the cars in front of you so you have 
more time to brake if you need to. 

5. Allow Extra Time  
Even if you’re taking your usual well-traveled 
path, plan to leave a little earlier to give 
yourself time to get to your destination safely. 
Winter weather can cause delays and your 
typical route may take longer than usual 
due to road conditions, wrecks or traffic. 

6. Designate a Driver  
If you’ll be enjoying the holiday spirits, be 
sure to have a designated driver to get 
behind the wheel. Of course, it’s important for 
drivers to be sober at all times, but wet road 
conditions and limited visibility during the 
winter months increase the importance of 
staying alert and safe.  

7. Avoid Cruise Control  
Make sure you stay in control when driving 
in winter weather so that you can adapt to 
the road conditions, changing weather and 
other drivers. Relying on Cruise Control, 
especially when driving on slippery, wet roads, 
can cause you to slide, skid or spin out if 
you hit an ice patch or start to hydroplane.  

8. Watch Out for Black Ice  
Black ice is one of the most dangerous 
hazards drivers can encounter during the 

winter. It is a layer of ultra-thin translucent 
ice that can look deceptively like a puddle  
or wet patch on the road, rather than a 
than a frozen ice patch. Slow down when 
approaching a patch of black ice and be 
careful not to brake or accelerate while 
driving over it, as changing speed or 
driving too fast can cause you to  
lose traction and skid. Black ice is most 
common on bridges, overpasses and 
covered areas. 

9. Keep an Emergency Kit on Hand  
Plan for the unexpected and pack an 
emergency kit to keep in your vehicle. 
Include any supplies you may need if you 
were to get stranded or have car trouble, 
including  jumper cables, a car jack, ice 
scraper, first aid kit, flashlight, portable 
phone charger, blanket and warm clothes. 
You may also want to stock up on non-
perishable snacks and bottled water. 

10. Sign Up for Roadside Assistance  
With roadside assistance, help is a phone 
call or click away if your car breaks down, 
you run out of gas, get a flat tire or get 
stranded. Services, features and limits 
vary from plan to plan and between 
providers. Look for a plan that offers the 
benefits that are most important to you 
to find the best-suited option.

While you can’t predict just what winter weather conditions may bring, taking time to plan ahead and 
staying alert on the road can help you drive safely. Reach out to Gallagher to learn more about how we can 
help you stay safe this winter.
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